
Year 3 Medium Term Plan – Autumn

 Artist focus – Stephen Brown

Knowledge Vocabulary Learning Sequence

Pre-

learning

Learning 

in this 

unit

Children should already know how to:

 explore different types of lines – thick, thin, curved to create 

shapes and patterns. 

 choose the correct drawing tool for a specific drawing task.

 draw with greater accuracy from my imagination or 

observation. 

 show awareness of space and size of my artwork in relation

to paper size.

Children will learn how to:

 Recall the name of a significant artist.

 sketch books to record their observations and use them to review 
and revisit ideas 

 demonstrate an understanding of shape and space by enlarging the 
scale of my drawing while maintaining proportions.

 use sketching to develop initial ideas.

Cave painting

 Natural materials

Session 1 – Artist study Steven Brown

 Stephen Brown is a Scottish contempory artist.

 He is famous for using lots of bright colours in his artwork.

 He uses acrylic painting

 He began painting in 2012 as a form of therapy.

Suggested teaching

Create an artist page for stephen Brown. Look at Stephen Brown’s most famous art piece ‘Heather McCoo’

Drawing

Texture

 Session 2 – Native animals

 Animals native to Britain – fox, robins, squirrel, badgers, dormouse, magpie.

 Accurate drawings of animals focusing on what can be seen and adding texture such as feathers, fur etc.

 Texture means how something feels.

Suggested teaching

Remind children of how we draw/sketch/recap year 2 learning. Using photos of native animals can they draw one 

in their sketchbooks. Remind children we are drawing from observation so we want drawings to be realistic not 

cartoon style. 

Scale

Proportion

Session 3 and 4 – Scale and proportion

 Scale is drawing objects/images with accurate sizes but enlarged (or reduced)

 Proportion is the size of something in relation to something else e.g correct size wing for the birds body.

Suggested teaching

Draw animal from session 3 to a larger scale on A3 paper. Understanding how to use the paper.

PAN ARTWORK

THEME AND ART FOCUS TO BE SHARED WITH TEACHERS BY OCTOBER HALF TERM

CHILDREN WILL COMPLETE ARTWORK BASED ON THIS THEME TO BE PART OF A COMMUNITY DISPLAY IN SPRING



Year 3 Medium Term Plan – Spring

Focus – drawing and painting

Knowledge Vocabulary Learning Sequence

Pre-

learning

Learning 

in this 

unit

Children should already know how to:

 explore different types of lines – thick, thin, curved to create 

shapes and patterns. 

 choose the correct drawing tool for a specific drawing task.

 draw with greater accuracy from my imagination or 

observation. 

 show awareness of space and size of my artwork in relation

to paper size.

Children will learn how to:

 Recall the name of a significant artist.

 sketch books to record their observations and use them to review 
and revisit ideas 

 demonstrate an understanding of shape and space by enlarging the 
scale of my drawing while maintaining proportions.

 use sketching to develop initial ideas.

Drawing

Painting

Pencil grade

Session 1 – Explore a range of pencil grades

 Different pencil grades create different marks on the paper.

Suggested teaching activity

In sketchbooks provide children with 4 different pencil grades, students to make marks with each 

pencil, experimenting with light and heavy pressure. Encourage students to notice the differences in 

darkness, thickness, and texture

Session 2 – Use sketching to develop initial ideas

 Sketching allows us to develop of ideas which we can finalise later

 Light pressure is needed for sketching.

Suggested teaching activity

Model sketching in a sketchbook use a set stimulus e.g apple, tree etc. Then finalizing their final idea 

by enlarging it onto the next page (still sketching) and then using darker lines to complete their 

drawing,

Session 3  -  Pencil self portrait

 Notice the details on your face and draw what you see. 

Suggested teaching activity

Draw an independent self portrait in pencil discuss which pencil grades could be used for which parts 

of the face. 

Session 4 – Secondary colours and making brown

 The secondary colours are orange, purple and green

 Brown can be made my mixing different colours together.

Suggested teaching activity

Mix colors to make shades of brown

Session 5 – Exploring painting tools

 Different brushes create different strokes which creates a different effect.

Suggested teaching activity

Split the page into 3 and explore 3 different  brush sizes on the sketchbook page. Label each 

different brush. 

Session 6 – Easter card

Suggested teaching activity

Draw and paint a design  for the front of an Easter card, e.g. cross with a sunset background Which 

paint brush/paint will be needed. 



Year 3 Medium Term Plan – Summer

Focus - 3D  Artist – Egyptian pottery

Knowledge Vocabulary Learning Sequence

Pre-learning

Learning in this 

unit

Children chould already know how to:

 Make simple shapes using airdough.

 Begin using appropriate tools to make simple designs with

airdough

 Select appropriate materials to add detail to their design.

 Combine chosen materials and airdough to add detail to 

their design.

Children will know how to:

 explore the medium of clay.

 Model how to pinch and roll clay into a long cylinder 

shape. 

 Repeatedly coil clay cylinders to from a pot.

 Pinch and smooth clay to form a smooth surface.

 Use drawing skills to add detail to their completed 

pottery.



Children will also know how to:

 Begin to use a sketchbook to explore famous pieces of

art, plan their artwork and practice techniques. 

 Identify techniques used by artists in their work.

 Begin to share their artwork with the whole class saying 

what they like about a range of their peers art and 

begin to say what could be made better. 

 Begin to understand that self evaluation can help them 

to make simple improvements to their work. 

 Be able to talk about historical artwork of the ancient 

Egypt. 

Egypt

Pottery

Canopic jar

Hierogyphics

Session 1 – What is Egyptian pottery?

 Canopic jars are jars used by Ancient Egyptians as part of the mummification process.

 That the top of each canopic jar is the head of a son of the God of Horus.

 Hieroglyphics were mainly used for religious writing.

Suggested teaching

Look at examples of ancient Egyptian pottery and the images depicted on them. Annotate - what they

are made out of? What can be seen on them? Use their knowledge from history to state what they are

used for. 

Drawing

Facial features

Session 2 – Drawing

 Drawing to show detailed features of faces.

 Four sons of Horus (Hapy (lungs), Imsety (liver), Duamutef (stomach), and Qebehsenuef

(intestines))

Suggested teaching

Look closely at images of their chosen canopic jar head practice drawing the canopic jar head from

different viewpoints.  Paying specific attention to facial details.

Mould

Join

Shape

Clay

Slab

pinch

Coil

Session 4 – Manipulating clay

 Clay is an air drying material that can be manipulated to create different shapes.

 Roll and coil technique for creating jar shape.

Suggested teaching

Allow children opportunities to practice these skills.

Session 5  - Using clay to make base jar.

 Roll and coil

Suggested teaching

Use knowledge from session 4 to create jars bases.

Session 6 – Canopic jar lids

 The lid of each jar represents the head of a son of Horus

 Clay can be manipulated into shapes to represent an image

Suggested teaching

Using sketches of sons of Horus and knowledge of manipulating clay to create canopic jar lids of one

of the four sons of Horus. Does it fit on the base? If not how can we adapt what we have done so far

to fit?

Session 7 – Exhibit

Place canopic jars around the room creating a mini exhibit. Allow children to look at each others canopic jars. Can they say which

son of Horus children have chosen?






